PRESIDENT   MASARYK   TELLS   HIS   STORY
then our whole policy had been what I should
call bourgeois to-day, but in the 'nineties it began
to split up and differentiate itself socially. The
philosopher Alfons Stastn^ organized agrarianism
within the ranks of the Young Czechs; he was one
of your popular sophists, an atheist, and a disciple
of German materialism as expounded by Vogt,
Moleschott5 and Biichner; I laughed at his ideas,
and I suppose that is why he was so angry with
me. Then there was Socialism. In actual fact we
had it earlier; one can trace its tentative beginnings
as far back as 1848; we had had some Christian
Socialism, but gradually, as industry developed,
there came the rise of the working class; it was
in the 'nineties that under the influence of the
Viennese Socialists a strong Social Democratic
Party began to grow up on the basis of Marxism.
Klofac organized the Nationalist Workers to oppose
them in the Young Czech Party; but they soon
split off from the Party and began to act for them-
selves. I came into active conflict with some of
them.
Socialism has interested me all my life. While I
was in Brno I observed Christian Socialism, and
in Vienna I read Marx and the writings of the
Catholic Socialists. Later in Vienna Vogelsang
was the prominent Christian Socialist. When my
friend Hanus Schwaiger painted St. George at the